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Tough times can mean there's more

HOM.E SALESD3 | need than money. As the holiday
. : <na | .giving season gets into full swing,
. MONEY RATES D4 | ' Shielly Banjo shows you don't have to -

MOTLEY FOOL D4 -cut back'oh your charitable giving, -
. : just be smarter how you do it
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Legal sts care for
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e R Licshoag okt

_ets after owner’s death

) bunnypetsaredeﬁmtely . “It’sdeﬁmbelyatrendand‘:l:

‘uzz and Hilda love to- E’s@ﬂa
l ramble ardund their ?e -g ﬁmm our beloved companions in '1t’s caught on because peo- .
1k -Grove home, . . life. But what happens to' .~ ple understandably value
il taking naps or-chasing after . themafterweregone” _ . their aniimals and want to
_their chew toys by day, : . Some wind up in.animal make sure their pets are
curling ¥p in the family .shelters, some areput to = looked after,” said Mary
- room recliner at night, - sleep. Others are farmeéd out Randolph, publisherof -
- Nancy King, their devoted . - Yo willing family or friends. Berkeley-based Nolo publish-
owner, doesn't want that But 1o ensure there’s no  ing and anthor of “Every
-+ routine to change much - 4 uncemjnty, it appears more Dog’s Legal Guide: A Must-
' ‘once she’s gone. So King, a M@”@mm ‘ -Americans are specifying - Have Book for Your Owner.”
" librarian for the California . exactly what happensto - *  In California, pet trusts -
. Energy Commission, setup  little dxsrupuon as possible Fido and Fluffy when .  which are part of estate

- a pet trust, which spells out - once she can no longer care tliey're gone. That arrange-  planning documents and
- exactly how and where her  for them. - ment can be as casnal as.a - - typically drafted by an attor-

: dachshund duo will be - - 'Withran esnmath . friendly agreement witha ©  ney - were made legally
Ay fitaro2aitaro@sacoeecom  cared for, if they outlive her. 7L4 million U.S. hduseholds  grown child, asiblingor enforceable by legislation
Nancy King, 67, set IIP away to care for dachshunds Buzz, PiC' King, 67, wanted to en- home o at least'one bird, =~ friend, or as concrete asa ~ signed by Gov. Arnold

tured, and Hilda with food, shelter and veterinarian treatment. sure that her pets have “as  fish, repiile, cat, dog or - legally drafted trust. . BUCK | Page D2
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Schwarzenegger in 2008,
1 . Some 43 states and the
District of Columbia now:
have statutory pet trust -

oftrusta over the lsst couple

| of years, partly due to sev-

-eral “outlandish” pet-care

. cases, such as the $12 mil-

. Uon trust fund left by real

" estate mogul Leona Helms-
ley o care for har Maltese

: poodle (ater reduced to 32

| milljonin court). Or Flor-

| ida heiress.Gail Posner,
“who dled in March, leaving
her $8.3 million Miami

. mansion and niore than §3
million for the care of .
Conchita, her pampered

" Kifig doesn't have )
quite g0 posh in mind for
herbeloved pooches. At her
death, Buzz, 2 15-year-old
“senior citizen” and Hil

{a dachshund-Chihushua -
mix), will be adopted by a
- volunteer chosen by the -

Preverition of Cruelty to

" Animals (SPCA), Her pet
trust specifies organic food
| and regilar teeth cleaning
avery eight weeks for hoth
dogs. King, who is setting

to cover the dogs' food and
vet bills, also gave the SPCA
her recipe for home-cooked
‘organic pét food. .
How to prepare for your .
* pets’ lves after yoirre gone?
Here are some choices:

.The simplest and least
" costly wey Is an informal

arrangement, asking a
trusted friend, nelghbor or
family member to,assume
care of your pet should
something happen to you.
“Muke sure the person is

| willing and ablé to take
your animal, both finan-
clally and (life) ctrcum-
stances,” sald Nolo’s Ran-
dolph,. - - .

- And since the average
| dog or cat coéts an estf-
mated §1,000 a year In-food
and vet bills, it's a good
idea to provide some finan-
clal help, ideally in efther a
‘will or a trust, (For-more of

“Pet Law” at nolo.com.)
For those who don't have

can ens

Chihushua, and two other - - &

| an 8-year-old “doxie-wawa”

Sacramento Soélety for-the '3 *

. aside about $150 a month -

. Randolph's tips, look under,

ure pet care

for the mules’ natural fives,
" which can be 40 years or
" mobve, Or the reptile lover,
-~ who arrived for an attorney
. visit with a snake draped
. around her neck and two
more in a carrying case.
. (Her pet trust places a
. caretaker in her home until
the reptiles’ dimise; the
s ‘eatate will be
donated towsdird an SPCA
adoption center for turtles,
lgwanas and other reptiles,)
A pet trust ¢an cost from
$750 to §3,500, depending
on whether it's part of a
newliving trust or added to
an existing estate plan,
Mote eleborate cholces
are available. The TLC for
Pets Program at the Univer- .
slty of California, Davis, = -
School of Veterinary Medi-
tine, for Instavice, allows
.. dogand cat owners to
. provide for their pet’s life-
" time care, including an
adoptive home and veteri-
;my care, including sutger-
ﬁ- - W
_ That TLC is not cheap.
For dogs, the tax-deductible
UCD gift Is $50,000; for
cats, it's $30,000. There's

. also a $1,500 efirellment fee
.. that covers an inftial in-
hemie visit to meet the pet,
assess its health and home
environment. (The pro-
gram, lninched in 2006,
) : originally included horses,
a specific person In mind as 3::: g‘m&:’; ;I.rqp ped
their pet caretaker, many oo 0 po el TLC coar-
animal shelters and organi- dinator, said the price
zatlons itke SPCA have sounds steep but noted that
gyardian care” programs. oy roica) ills and cancer
. Some people simply ask  youerents can be costly for
that we find & g00d, Derma: ging ete. At the end of
nent sdoptive homefor - - o péts life, any unused.
- thelr animal after they're 44y remain in the TIC
.~ gone,” sald Steve Potter, program, part of UCD's
. dﬂ'e!opmeﬂt dmc_tol' for Center for Companion
- the Sacramento SPCA. - Animal Health, " .
“Some are more specific, Borelll said 12 familles
like Finffy doesn't goto & with 28 animals are cur-
home with children orto a rentlyenrolled. -
home with ofher pets.” Regardless vl:fg what route
- : you take, ha a pet-care
Potfrsts Plain eliminstes any linger.
If you want more assur-.  ing-worrles sbout what will
.ance and supervision over  happen once you'se gone.
* Fluffy’s long-term care, “After I signed the paper-
‘consider apet trust, which  work, I just had so much
- IAmes a frustes to ensure peace of mind, kmowing my-
your wishes are carrled out. guys will be well cared for,”
Sacramento estate plan-  sald Elk Grove's King, while
ning attorney Mark Drobny  her short-leged compan-
has-done more than 100 pet  jons jostled for room on her
trusts of all kinds for cients lap. Or as she joked, “If
over the years, including: Leona Helmsley eould do it,
‘The Wilton couple with  why not me, too?”
no kids and seven mules, e
whose trist nmes a care-  Call The Bee’s Claudia

takér to live on their ranch . Buck, (916) 321-1968




